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International Symposium on

Biological Control

of Arthropods

September 12-16, 2005

Davos, Switzerland
Dear Colleagues,

The 2nd International Symposium on Biological Control of Arthropods will take place in: 

Davos, Switzerland

September 12 to 16, 2005
Please reserve this time period in your agenda.

History and Mission of this Symposium

This conference is the continuation of the first international symposium on the biological control of arthropods that was established with a meeting organized by Dr Roy Van Driesche and colleagues in Hawaii in January 2002. Focus areas of the last meeting included conservation, augmentation, and importation of new natural enemy species for biological control of arthropod targets. The intent of these symposia is to create a meeting for practitioners, a forum for information exchange, an event to build cohesion among the research community and to foster discussions of issues effecting biological control work, particularly pertaining to the use of parasitoids and predators as biological control agents. 

The 2nd International Symposium on Biological Control of Arthropods will be organized following this concept. Members of the scientific committee chaired by Dr Mark Hoddle, University of California at Riverside (USA) and the local organizing committee chaired by Dr Ulrich Kuhlmann, CABI Bioscience Centre Delémont (Switzerland), will be announced shortly. Over the following weeks session themes and leaders will be nominated by the scientific committee and afterwards speaker selection will be the responsibility of session leaders in collaboration with the scientific committee. Attendees who are not speakers have the opportunity to submit their research in the form of a poster presentation. All talks and posters will present original data from specific projects pertaining to biological programs with predators and parasitoids. Efforts should be made to be specific and to avoid presenting overviews, summaries, or material that is already widely known. The goal of the meeting is to stimulate ideas by presenting new information. 

International Participation

An important goal of this meeting is to make it truly international, with good participation from all parts of the world. To promote this outcome, the local organizing committee will identify “Regional Coordinators” whose job will be to promote awareness of the meeting among biological control workers in specific geographic areas. Selected scientific session leaders should follow this concept to ensure an international atmosphere during sessions. 

Meeting Location – Davos, Switzerland
Davos (http://www.davos.ch/) is situated in Graubünden (Grisons) Switzerland’s easternmost and largest canton. This is a rugged and thinly settled region dissected by countless remote mountain valleys. Davos is a leading alpine resort and highest altitude town in Europe. It is located at 1560 metres (5128 ft) above sea level-but easily accessible to the international traveller. From Zürich Airport, the trip takes only two easy hours by road or by rail. Davos is also an ideal departure point for attractive excursions designed to discover the delights of high alpine nature. A network of clearly signed and excellently maintained hiking paths extends for 450 kilometers. Cross-border excursions into neighboring Austria and Italy are particularly popular.

Davos is an internationally well-known summer and winter sport resort as well as a famous conference location in the High Alps. We have reserved the conference hall in the Davos Congress Center, which is a popular meeting place among top professionals from every continent, whether executives or artists, scientists or statesmen. One of the most well known meetings held here is the World Economic Forum, which annually attracts some of the most eminent and influential names in global politics and business.

Hotels

The conference hotel is the Steigenberger Hotel Belvedère. This light-gray neoclassical building on the main road of Davos Platz (300 m to the Davos Congress Center) is a world famous resort hotel originally built in 1875. The highlight of this hotel is the completely redesigned wellness center which offers everything from a swimming pool to saunas, to massage and fitness rooms. This grand hotel combines a great past with a lively present. We were able to negotiate very competitive rates for the participants of the meeting and we can thoroughly recommend this place. Additionally, we will arrange block bookings of rooms in local three and four star categories. 

Cost

The costs for participants including hotel accommodation (~ $120 US per night) and registration fee (~ $300 US) will be comparable those for the first Symposium in Hawaii.

More Information to Follow at a Later Date

This brief note intends to provide you with the date and the place of the meeting for your long-term planning purposes. More detailed information (including materials concerning the submission of talks and posters, and registration information, webpage, etc) will follow in the coming months.

We are looking forward to arranging a stimulating conference and hope that you will manage to participate. In case you have questions please don’t hesitate to contact the ISBCA Symposium Secretary in Switzerland (ISBCA@bluewin.ch). Please refer to the webpage to find further information in the coming months:     www.cabi-bioscience.ch/ISBCA-DAVOS-2005/
With kind regards,

Dr. Ulli Kuhlmann




Dr Mark Hoddle

CABI Bioscience Switzerland



University of California at Riverside

Chair Local Organising Committee


Chair Scientific Program Committee 

U.Kuhlmann@cabi.org
mark.hoddle@ucr.edu
